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ST. PETERSBURG – Landing the perfect job can be difficult for anyone, but finding
part-time employment with corporations willing to work around
a high school student’s busy
schedule can at times seem like
an impossible feat. That’s why I
Support Youth, Inc., was created.
Lewis Stephens and his crew
have worked tirelessly for years
in providing youths jobs within
the city. To date, the I Support
Youth organization has provided
177 jobs. Stephens targets neighborhoods known for high num-
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touch with hiring managers
from Publix. But Stephens didn’t
just work hard to put youths in
jobs and then leave them alone.
After the first batch of job interviews, Stephens realized his
program needed to be tweaked.
Potential employees were showing up to interviews in shorts
and employers complained that
social skills were needed in
order to employ the students
being sent to them.
So Stephens got to work. He
formed a training program for all
youths wanting to be placed in a
job. His personalized job readiness program is offered six
times a year.
See YOUTH, page 8

Gibbs 2018 Hall of Fame induction ceremony
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

HEALTH &

bers of juvenile crimes.
“We walked the community
for a good three months asking
people inside the community
what it is that they want,” said
Stephens.
He wanted to make sure his
organization was providing the
right resources for those in
need. They surveyed 500 youths
in St. Petersburg and the main
complaint was not enough opportunities to make money
legally.
“So our mission is to focus in
on jobs.”
I Support Youth work with
local fast-food restaurants such
as McDonald’s, Burger King and
Taco Bell. They also are in

ST. PETERSBURG — For
more than a quarter of a century, the Gibbs Gladiator
Alumni Association has been
celebrating extraordinary athletes and inducting them into
the Gladiator Hall of Fame. This
year’s induction ceremony took
place last Friday, Jan. 26 in the
Gibbs High School cafeteria
where 13 outstanding athletes
were honored for their football,
basketball, baseball and coaching skills.
Gibbs Athletic Director
Michael Machado acted as
Master of Ceremony for the
evening,
expressing
his

thoughts on the whole process.
“What I learned this year
about putting this whole thing
together is that the people
tonight that are being honored…every single one up here
on stage is a great person,” said
Machado, noting that the Gibbs
alumns all went on to accomplish great things after graduation.
He along with many of the
honorees thanked Minson
Rubin and the alumni association for their tireless efforts
every year ensuring the Gladiator Hall of Fame ceremony is realized.
Those Gibbs alumni who excelled in sports and have yet to
be inducted, you must remem-

L-R, David Pierce, Yvette
Wilkes and Nysisha Davis
accepting an award for
Glenn Davis.
ber that there are 90 years of
Gibbs history and hundreds of
students. Your time will come.
See GIBBS, page 7

ST. PETERSBURG – Standing by a corner booth at
Johnny’s Pizza and Restaurant
on 28th Street South, I’m
throwing crisp punches at a 90year-old man—and he is only
encouraging me.
Legendary boxing trainer
Jimmy Williams—who has
trained such champs as John
“The Beast” Mugabi and
Tampa’s own Antonio Tarver—
has positioned his open hands
to absorb jabs, straight rights
and uppercuts, and is calling
out instructions to me like
we’re standing in a ring and not
in a restaurant with curious and
probably puzzled patrons looking on.
Ignoring them and focusing
on the task at hand, he tells me
to step into the combination. I
dutifully whap at his huge
opens hands as big as mitts and
let him have it, one-two, onetwo, several times in a row.
“Damn,” he said, shaking
his left hand after I stepped into
it with a smashing right, “you
got some power!”
In a flash, I feel prouder
than I’ve ever felt; anywhere,
and I can’t squelch a grin. Then
we switch and I hold up my
hands as he smacks his huge
fists into them to better show
me the proper technique. Bap,
bap! The blows sting my palms
and it feels like he’s whacking
them with a ball-peen hammer.
I don’t recall exactly why
we put our conversation on
hold at the pizza place where I
met him so we could trade impromptu punches—perhaps it
was because I told him I used
to mess around at the 4th
Street Boxing Club back in the
day—but it was probably so
Williams could show me firsthand the point he wanted to get
across. A man who has spent
seven decades in the fight
game, Williams has built a career on showing and not
See LEGEND, page 4
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Breaking
the Cycle

I AM:
John ‘Geech’ Black

REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.

Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Praise the Lord.
The New Testament Gospel Without Paul – Part 2
On Paul and Barnabas’ missionary
journey Acts 13:14: “But when they departed from Perga, they came to Antioch in Pisidia, and went into the
synagogue on the Sabbath day and sat
down. And after the reading of the Law
and the Prophets, the rulers of the synagogue sent to them, saying, “Men and
brethren, if you have any word of exhortation for the people, say on.” Then
Paul stood up, and motioning with his
hand said, “Men of Israel, and you who
fear God, listen: He then gives them
their own history (similar to what
Stephen said in Acts 7, which makes
this significant since he was there at
stoning when this transpired).
Acts 13:22-40: “And when He had
removed him, He raised up for them
David as king, to whom also He gave
testimony and said, ‘I have found David
the son of Jesse, a man after My own
heart, who will do all My will.’ “From
this man’s seed, according to the
promise, God raised up for Israel a Savior— Jesus—”after John had first
preached, before His coming, the baptism of repentance to all the people of
Israel. “And as John was finishing his
course, he said, ‘Who do you think I
am? I am not He. But behold, there
comes One after me, the sandals of
whose feet I am not worthy to loose.’
“Men and brethren, sons of the family
of Abraham, and those among you who
fear God, to you the word of this salvation has been sent. “For those who
dwell in Jerusalem, and their rulers,
because they did not know Him, nor
even the voices of the Prophets which
are read every Sabbath, have fulfilled
them in condemning Him. “And
though they found no cause for death
in Him, they asked Pilate that He
should be put to death. “Now when
they had fulfilled all that was written
concerning Him, they took Him down
from the tree and laid Him in a tomb.
“But God raised Him from the dead.
“He was seen for many days by those
who came up with Him from Galilee to
Jerusalem, who are His witnesses to
the people. “And we declare to you
glad tidings— that promise which was
made to the fathers. “God has fulfilled
this for us their children, in that He has
raised up Jesus. As it is also written in
the second Psalm: ‘You are My Son,
today I have begotten You.’ “And that
He raised Him from the dead, no more

By Gwendolyn Reese

to return to corruption, He has spoken
thus: ‘I will give you the sure mercies
of David.’ “Therefore He also says in
another Psalm: ‘You will not allow Your
Holy One to see corruption.’ “For
David, after he had served his own
generation by the will of God, fell
asleep, was buried with his fathers, and
saw corruption; “but He whom God
raised up saw no corruption. “Therefore let it be known to you, brethren,
that through this Man is preached to
you the forgiveness of sins;” and by
Him everyone who believes is justified
from all things from which you could
not be justified by the law of Moses.”
Beware therefore, lest what has been
spoken in the prophets come upon
you”:
Before we conclude this I want to
point out the similarity of What Peter
said to Israel on Pentecost.
Acts 2:22-3:16 “Men of Israel, hear
these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man
attested by God to you by miracles,
wonders, and signs which God did
through Him in your midst, as you
yourselves also know— “Him, being
delivered by the determined purpose
and foreknowledge of God, you have
taken by lawless hands, have crucified,
and put to death; “whom God raised
up, having loosed the pains of death,
because it was not possible that He
should be held by it. “For David says
concerning Him: ‘I foresaw the Lord always before my face, for He is at my
right hand, that I may not be shaken.
Therefore my heart rejoiced, and my
tongue was glad; moreover my flesh
also will rest in hope. For You will not
leave my soul in Hades, nor will You
allow Your Holy One to see corruption.
You have made known to me the ways
of life; you will make me full of joy in
Your presence.’ “Men and brethren, let
me speak freely to you of the patriarch
David, that he is both dead and buried,
and his tomb is with us to this day.
“Therefore, being a prophet, and
knowing that God had sworn with an
oath to him that of the fruit of his body,
according to the flesh, He would raise
up the Christ to sit on his throne, “he,
foreseeing this, spoke concerning the
resurrection of the Christ, that His
soul was not left in Hades, nor did His
flesh see corruption. “This Jesus God
has raised up, of which we are all witnesses.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Rev. Dr. Robert L. Harrison, PhD

John “Geech” Black was the owner
of Geech’s Bar-B-Q, the place to get a pig
meat sandwich back in the day. Black
opened Geech’s in the 1930s and had
several locations along the “Deuces” before he sold it in 1973. The new owner
kept the name until it was finally closed
in the early 1980s.
Black first started cooking barbeque
in front of a grocery store he owned on
Fairfield and 22nd Street. He later built
his stand on the 800 block of 22nd Street.
His barbeque, spiced with his trademark
yellow (mustard) sauce was sought after
by black and white customers alike.
He used oak to build his fire and
many of us remember the large oak
woodpile behind his barbeque stand.
The spicy aroma of the barbeque and the
smoky fragrance of burning oak permeated the Deuces and beyond.
It’s said that Black never divulged his
sauce recipe although a few people
claimed to know it. My cousin, Albert
Thornton, who worked at Geech’s in the
1950s, would only smile when asked
about the recipe.
Geech’s catered to late night crowds
leaving the Manhattan Casino and it was
also a favorite lunch spot. Students would
often save their lunch money and stop by
after school for some ribs or a ham sandwich.
Many times, we would risk slipping
away from school for some Geech’s. It

wasn’t unheard of for parents to pack up
a slab or two of ribs and put it on a Greyhound or Trailways bus to send to a student at Bethune Cookman College (now
University) or FAMU. People who
moved away would always stop in at
Geech’s during visits home.
Geech’s was one of the mainstays
along the Deuces along with the Manhattan Casino, Sno-Peak, the Royal Theater,
Buddy West’s barbershop, Sidney
Harden and George Jones’s state-of-the
art service station. John “Geech” Black
and his barbeque bring back fond memories and still have a reputation for being
one of a kind.
Ahhh, with just a little imagination I
can smell it even now.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The trauma of MLK Day
Dear Editor:
On Jan. 15, I hurriedly
got dressed to go the MLK
Day Parade. MLK Day is a
great day for me. It represents the divine recognition and celebration of a
great black prophet—Rev.
Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., a man of peace, unity
and collaboration.
Dr. King represents
the best in mankind to live
peaceably together. He
was a champion for the oppressed, the disenfranchised
and
the
marginalized. He called
upon all righteous people
to do better and be better.
My son and I made it
to the parade. I was so
proud as a black man and
as a father to see our people and our friends in the
struggle marching as one
to celebrate Dr. King and
all that he stood for.
The St. Petersburg
MLK Day Parade is one of
the biggest in the nation.
After the parade, we made
our way down to Tropicana Field for the Family
Fun Day festivities. There
was entertainment (even
my son was on stage rapping) and vendors selling
their goods (participating
in business entrepreneurship). There were peoples
of all races, all backgrounds, all nationalities
dancing and enjoying the
festivities—celebrating.
It looked like a great
African village when they
get together to celebrate.
When the festival ended,
my chest was still poked
out in pride. I headed to
one of the mothers from
my church house that lives
off of Martin Luther King,
Jr. Street, but we were
stopped by a police presence that reminded me of
the police show of force
that met the civil rights
marchers as they crossed
the Edmund Pettus Bridge
in Selma, Ala., on “Bloody
Sunday,” March 7, 1965.
My chest sank. When I
inquired as to why there
was such a show of force
on MLK Street on MLK
Day, I was very rudely told
by a St. Petersburg Police
officer to “turn there and
keep it moving.”
I was not allowed access to MLK Street on

MLK Day. As I drove
around the established
perimeter, I saw police
cars blocking every intersection even all the way to
a couple of blocks from
my church. It looked like
a police state.
I didn’t expect it. I
didn’t know it was going to
be like that. I wondered
why. Why today and why
here? I saw shopping
plazas parking lots in the
black community shut
down and threats of arrests against our youth.
When I finally arrived at
the church mother’s
house, red and blue police
lights were everywhere. It
was a community under
siege.
I was no longer proud.
I was dismayed in disbelief. I vowed to do something about this. If this was
police policy, it must be opposed and ended, never
again. As an organizer and
a collaborationist, I chatted
with Mayor Rick Kriseman the following morning and he dispatched the
Police Chief Anthony Holloway and Rev. Kenny Irby
to me and we agreed to
have an intimate soulsearching truthful dialogue to address these
issues.
I called all participants
and invited them to a
closed-door meeting. I invited all groups that have a
vested interest in our city
and in MLK Day. The direction was that each representative would take the
discussion back to their
constituents for informative purposes.
The people who I
called to my church I
hoped were collaborativeminded and solution oriented. Every position was
represented. We identified
problems with the MLK
Day festivities and vowed
to work together to problem solve through a task
force of all involved people
with MLK Day, including
business owners and residents.
We must oppose any
policy that can make legal
a police siege of a community such as we saw on
MLK Day. Such an effort
must be about collaboration and communication

for the purpose of measured strategies going forward
or
we
will
accomplish nothing.
We must not continue
to specialize in identifying
the issues and finger pointing only, which is a culture
all too familiar in our community. We must specialize
in collaboration and strategize for success and work
with all others to that end.
Dr. King was all about
collaboration with all factions and groups for the
purpose of unity to accomplish a common
goal. The meeting of the
minds I called to Mt.
Zion Primitive Baptist
Church was groundbreaking and successful.
We actual sat down
peaceably and asked the
police chief and city
council tough questions.
We were solution oriented. This is what good
leaders do we lead towards solutions.
Was this a meeting to
be the end all of these
deeply rooted problems?
Of course not, but unless
we all come to the table
with intellect and ideas
after we have identified
the problems then we
will continue to accomplish nothing.
I personally support
the task force as long as it
is truly represented by all
the factions, thoughts and
ideas of the community.
United we stand, divided
we remain fallen. This
level of trauma in the black
community because of policy cannot happen ever
again and we must work
together to ensure that it
doesn’t. The police are
called to serve and protect,
not taunt and traumatize.
Elder Dr. G. Gregg
Murray, Pastor, Mt. Zion
Primitive Baptist Church

500 Women in Red set sail for serving
ST. PETERSBURG The Senior Women’s
Ministry #2 of St. Mark
Missionary
Baptist
Church cordially invite
you to our inaugural 500
Women in Red worship
service as we “Set Sail for
Serving.” The main goal
of this worship experience is to speak to the
hearts of Christians to
leave the shore and sail
deeply into ministry.
Ruth Johnson, an
anointed messenger of
the Lord and member of
New Jerusalem Missionary Baptist Church, will
give the keynote message. Johnson is well
known
locally
and
statewide as a facilitator
of workshops on spiritual
growth.
She also serves as
president of the Deaconess Ministry for
Union Foreign Association and Bible teacher for
the Deaconess Ministry
in the Progressive M & E
State Convention and
Congress of Christian
Workers. Johnson finds
much joy in teaching and
speaking God’s word.
Also joining us will be
Cynthia Epps Lester of
St. John Progressive M.
B. Church in Tampa who
will serve as Mistress of
Ceremony. Lester is
chair of the Field Missionary Council of the
Progressive M & E State
Convention of Florida.

Please join us on Sunday, Feb. 11 at 3:30 p.m.
at St. Mark M. B.
Church, 1301 37th St. S,
where the Rev. Brian K.
Brown tends his flock.
For additional contact Dianne Speights at 727-4030144 or by email at
wowstmarkmb@gmail.c
om.

Tony Award-winning director
Kenny Leon to be honored
ST. PETERSBURG –
Celebrated artistic director
and Tony Award winner
native son Kenny Leon will
be honored during a special welcome home celebration organized by
Legacy-56, Inc., a nonprofit group of thoughtleaders committed to
changing the trajectory of
south St. Pete.
The
elaborately
planned event, debuting
the opening of the Legacy56 Sankofa Series, will celebrate Leon as a
hometown hero, showcase
his expansive theatrical
legacy and provide a retrospective of his lifework and
commitment to advancing
diversity and African-American culture. Leon is a highly
sought-after accomplished
actor, theater and film director, educator and inspirational voice to aspiring
youth.
“Kenny is my former
classmate and a very dear
friend who’s always inspired
me,” stated Dr. Katurah
Jenkins-Hall, retired USF
professor, psychologist and
president of Legacy-56. “I’m
so excited to share his passion, excellence and enduring legacy and expose our
community to his incredible
mastery and accomplishments in theater and film. It
was only fitting to launch our
new
signature
event,
Legacy-56 Sankofa Series, at
a time when we could honor
Kenny and his remarkable
journey, and work in collaboration with the City of St.
Petersburg, American Stage
Theater, Pinellas County
Schools and many other
great community partners.”
“The Journey Home –
An Evening Honoring the
Legacy of Kenny Leon” is
slated for Saturday, Feb. 10
at 7 p.m. in the Grand Ballroom of the University of
South Florida St. Petersburg
campus, 200 6th Ave. S.
Leon is the co-founder of
True Colors Theatre Company in Atlanta where he
serves as artistic director.
As a director, his Broadway
credits include a Tony
Awards for Best Direction of
a Play and Best Revival for
the 2014 production of “A
Raisin in the Sun,” “The
Mountaintop”
starring
Samuel L. Jackson and St.
Petersburg’s own Angela
Bassett, “Stick Fly” produced by Alicia Keys, August Wilson’s “Fences”
starring Washington and
Viola Davis (which garnered
10 Tony nominations and
won three Tony Awards including Best Revival) just to
name a few.
Leon was awarded the
2010 Julia Hansen Award for
Excellence in Directing by
the Drama League of New
York and in 2017 received

the coveted “Mr. Abbott
Award” by the Stage Directors & Choreographers
Society for his outstanding
artistry and creativity. The
Abbott Award is one of the
highest honors bestowed
upon a director, with Leon
being one of only two
African Americans to receive the award.
Having spent time with
legendary playwright August Wilson during the
final years of his life, Leon
captured insight on views
that now serve as a voice of
the African-American experience throughout the 1960s
and thus co-founded the National August Wilson Monologue Competition for high
school students, a national
education program teaching
reading comprehension,
public speaking, and performance
techniques
through the work of the twotime Pulitzer Prize-winning
playwright.
“Kenny is a stellar example of what promotion of arts
programs, especially theater
arts, in education can do for
the hearts and minds of our
youth,” declared Regina
Rosier-Brown, retired educator and Legacy-56 board
member. “His recognition
and honor are long overdue.”
Along with the grand
evening celebration, Legacy56 Sankofa Series includes a
two-hour Master Class conducted by Leon on Saturday,
Feb. 10 at 9 a.m. at the American Stage Theater for community actors, middle and
high school students. A private invitation-only VIP reception will also be held for
city officials and community
leaders where Leon will be
greeted and welcomed as St.
Petersburg’s native son!
For tickets and sponsorships information or to
pledge a donation, contact
Lorene Blossom-Gregory at
(678) 414-5311.
About
Legacy-56
Sankofa Series
Legacy-56 Sankofa Series honors African Americans from the St. Petersburg
Bay area with proven success in their professions to
serve as positive role models

and whose careers and legacies encourage others to become active in community
service for future development of all citizens and especially
African-American
youth.
About Kenny Leon’s
True Colors Theatre
Company
When Artistic Director
Kenny Leon and Managing
Director Jane Bishop
teamed up in 2002 to design
a new theater, they envisioned a smartly-managed,
inclusive theater company
that would achieve both local
and national impact. Thanks
to a tremendous outpouring
of support, their vision has
quickly turned into reality.
The name True Colors
Theatre Company reflects a
promise to search for truth
and clarity. True Colors Theatre Company’s mission is
creating a moveable feast of
theater grounded in the rich
canon of African-American
classics and branching out to
include bold interpretations
of world drama and a strong
commitment to diverse new
voices, helping to develop
those early-career writers
who are creating tomorrow’s classics today.
True Colors Theatre
Company intends to be an
important voice in the American discussion of diversity,
supporting and propelling
individuals and institutions in
their quest for understanding. Operationally, the company will strive to remain
fiscally sound and small
enough that every individual
who works there can be
heard, be accountable, get
better at what they do, and
live out True Colors’ core
values.
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‘I can see fear in a guy.’
LEGEND , from front page

W

E E K L Y

C

explained. “I can see fear
in a guy. I trained world
champions. If you ain’t got
no heart, you can’t be
champion. I can see the
talent of a person.”
Wanting to show me
his own personal surroundings, Williams took
me to the apartment
where he currently lives.
The small space is
crammed with boxing
books, history books,
black culture books, art
books, posters, portraits,
records by Miles Davis
(whom Williams personally knew in New York),
even more personal photos and more news clippings. It is nothing less
than a man’s lifetime in
one room and a cornucopia of American history.
In the corner stood a
large bongo drum and
needing no encouragement, Williams launched
into an impromptu performance. He slapped the
drum skin fluidly, rhythmically and with an energy suitable for someone
a third of his age.
He indeed channels a
youthful energy, which no
doubt suits him well as he
keeps busy to this day
training young fighters at

H A L L E N G E R

the Main Event Boxing
Club. He is confident he
can tell when a fighter has
something special.
“I know,” he said
firmly. “I know. I can feel
your vibration and I look in
your eyes. The eyes are
the mirrors of the soul.
You can’t bluff me because
that’s what boxing’s about.
I know what’s inside. I
know human beings.”
One of the fighters
Williams trains goes by
the name of Antonio
Tarver, Jr.—son of the former champ. No doubt,
Williams is instilling in
young Tarver—who is undefeated in four fights as a
pro—the same sort of
ethic and proof-is-in-thepudding credo he believes
it takes not only to be a
champ but to be a strong
human being.
“If I tell you I can
dance, I show it to you,” he
said. “If I tell you I can box,
I show it to you. But then I
ask you, ‘Who are you?’
Don’t tell me who you are,
show me who you are. I’m
showing you who I am; I’m
not telling you who I am.
I’m showing you!”
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

.
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adding that he has lived in
England training such
greats as welterweight
champ Lloyd Honeyghan.
Most notably, Williams
has trained Tampa native
and former champ Antonio Tarver, going back to
when Tarver was just a
boy.
“Ever since he was 11
years old,” Williams
stated.
Tarver was a member
of the 1996 Olympic boxing team, which Williams
also helped train. Making
a strong showing in the
Games, that team featured
such future stars as Fernando Vargas, Floyd Mayweather and David Reid,
who brought home a gold
medal.
Tarver himself won
gold at the 1995 Pan
American Games and the
U.S. National Championships that same year.
And with the help of
Williams’ guidance, as a
pro Tarver won the WBC
and IBF light-heavyweight
titles in 2004. He faced
Roy Jones, Jr. three times
in his career, taking two of
the three bouts.
Williams produced a
picture of Tarver after he
had beaten Jones in Paradise, Nev., to win the light
heavyweight titles. He
also had pictures of Ugandan boxer John Mugabi,
whom he trained as well.
As his nickname “The
Beast” implied, Mugabi
was known as a ferocious
boxer, won the WBC
super-welterweight title in
1989. Williams, after all, is
certainly a man who
knows what it takes to be
a champion.
“I can go inside,” he

vit

. T

have to have balance!”
He even gave the
young men lessons in etiquette, as he encouraged
them to shake hands with
their opponents, no matter
the outcome of the contest. Above all, he helped
countless young people
realize their true potential
and worth.
“What’s in me is in
you, only thing I do is help
you find it in yourself,” he
said. “There’s a doctor in
you, there’s a boxer in
you. There’s a lawyer in
you, there’s a baseball
player in you, but you
can’t get it out of you. I can
get it out of you. You have
to give yourself to me.”
Word got out of the
good Williams was doing
for young fighters in Orlando and he soon got a
call from Alessi Promotions in Tampa, who
wanted him on board as
their head trainer.
Williams
recalled
Alessi Promotions reaching out to him and telling
him: “‘You’re the missing
link, we need you, Mr.
Williams.’”
He became part of the
Alessi team and in time
his long service to the
sport was recognized
when he was inducted into
the Florida Boxing Hall of
Fame in Tampa in 2009.
He was among an illustrious inaugural class that included
legendary
welterweight Luis Manuel
Rodriguez, Ybor City’s
own Ferdie “The Fight
Doctor” Pacheco, who
was Muhammad Ali’s personal physician, and
Dundee.
“I’ve been around the
world,” he said proudly,

on
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Fla., in 1927, Williams
moved to Manhattan as a
young teen with his family
to find work.
He settled in Harlem
and in time his artistic
side broke through, as he
became a professional
dancer, model, drummer
and choreographer. He
walked confidently down
runways and performed
all sorts of dancing from
ballroom to ethnic dancing at such famed venues
as the Cotton Club and the
Savoy.
Boxing,
in
Williams’s mind, was a
natural progression from
dancing.
He returned to Florida
in the late 1960s and
trained fighters in Orlando, where he was involved with the Police
Athletic League CETA
programs. It was there he
helped young people turn
their lives around. By
helping many of them
redirect their aggression
and channel their energy
into learning the sweet
science, Williams has put
many youngsters on a
path that didn’t include
prison.
“I worked with the police department saving
kids,” he said. “These kids
were going to go to jail. Instead of lockup, they sent
them to me. If I couldn’t
handle them, they’d send
them to lockup. Because
I’m good with difficult
people.”
Skill will beat will, he
taught his young fighters,
and balance is one of the
first things he taught
them, he said.
“You build a house, the
first thing you build is a
foundation,” he said. “You

gs

merely telling.
“First of all, let me
show you who I am,”
Williams declared when I
sat across from him at his
corner booth at Johnny’s,
where he is a regular.
Wearing an “Australia”
jacket he received while
preparing Tarver for a
bout in Sydney, jeans and
a black ball cap, his wiry
frame and alert eyes belie
his 90 years on the planet.
Talking with Williams
is unlike any other conversation you’re likely to
have, as he wants you to
understand his own personal journey—one that
he’s more than willing to
show you through old
photos, newspaper clippings, yellowed pages containing
snippets
of
wisdom, advice, philosophy and at least one Oscar
Wilde quote. This journey
covers the cultural landscape of our nation for half
of the 20th century.
Williams commented
as he handed each clipping and photo across the
table to me, yet not one
single time did he break
eye contact while speaking. He locks you in his
sights and doesn’t relinquish that connection, the
better to drive his point
home. Some pictures include Williams with such
recognizable faces as
super promoter Don King
and even Angelo Dundee,
the legendary trainer of
Muhammad Ali.
“I trained fighters for
Angelo Dundee,” he said.
Some of the photos are
of Williams as a young
man from his modeling
and acting days in New
York. Born in Leesburg,

ays & Acti
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HEALTH & BEAUTY
Local businesswoman touts benefits of exercise and eating right
Image Courtesy of James Ostrand of James Ostrand Photography
BY THE AMERICAN
HEART ASSOCIATION

Business owner Rachel
Revill believes in the power
of a positive mindset. She
leads a busy life as Chief Solutions Officer of Tampabased
PerfecTiming
Concierge LLC, assisting
clients to achieve a better
work-life balance. Revill
reads inspirational scripture
daily and credits her optimistic outlook to making
mindful healthy choices
that involve exercising and
eating nutritious foods.
Her family history motivates Revill, who is an American Heart Association Go
Red For Women® ambassador, to embrace a healthy
lifestyle. In 1999, Revill’s
mother Willie Bell Revill
died three weeks following
a massive stroke. According
to the American Heart Association, stroke is the fifth
leading cause of death in the
U.S.,
claiming
nearly
130,000 lives annually.
Women can reduce
their risk of stroke and
heart disease by taking control of their health through
learning about their family
history, “knowing their
numbers” (blood pressure,

blood sugar, cholesterol and
body mass index (BMI))
and making simple lifestyle
changes.
A family history of
stroke can increase a
woman’s chance of having
one, yet 80 percent of cardiovascular diseases, including
stroke,
are
preventable.
Growing up, Revill says
she and her family did not
follow
guidelines
for
healthy
eating.
They
avoided exercise and indulged in “rich, seasoned
food.” She remembers herself as “a chubby little kid.”
“I grew up in the South
on a farm. Our exercise regimen was maintaining the
farm and helping our dad in
his business,” Revill explains.
Revill’s family was also
unaware of the signs of
stroke and thought it would
not happen to them. Incidentally, her mother lived
with hypertension, which
increases a person’s risk of
stroke.
“In retrospect, I remember going home a month
before mom had the massive stroke; her smile was
slightly twisted,” she recalls. “I knew it was off, but

everyone said mom was
okay. She was mom, nurturer, caretaker, superwoman who took care of
everybody and everything,
like she typically did, so
nothing was said, no action
was taken”
Her mother’s stroke
spurred Revill to seize control of her health.
“For three weeks I
watched my mother, this
strong,
independent
woman, rely on me, my siblings and the hospital staff to
do everything for her. Losing my mother provoked
me to change and create
healthy habits,” Revill says.
The life Revill leads
today includes a diet rich in
vegetables and protein,
both of which help her
maintain her energy during
long, stressful days. Despite
her hectic workload, she
makes time to choose
meals like salmon and salads.
“Eating healthy is not a
diet, it’s a lifestyle change,”
Revill exclaims.
Revill understands food
plays an important role in
Southern culture and that
some may feel hesitant
about modifying what they
eat.

“Some of the responses
I would hear when I went to
churches and places where
African Americans would
gather were ‘but we’ve always eaten this way,’ and
‘how do you cook collard
greens with turkey rather
than ham hocks?’” Revill
says.
While changing eating
habits can be daunting,
small changes can go a long
way. The American Heart
Association recommends
people limit their sodium intake and increase their consumption of fruit and
vegetables. Revill believes
being mindful of optimal
health and choosing hearthealthy foods is critical.
Aside from focusing on
healthy eating, Revill relies
on exercise to balance her
stress level. She cites the
fact that an inactive lifestyle
is a hazardous one.
“Exercising changes
our body physically and
mentally as well,” she declares. “If you’re moving,
your heart is getting
healthy, you feel better,
more energized.”
Revill wants others to
understand the benefits of
healthy living. She hopes
her story and her mother’s

story will inspire other
women to take better care
of themselves.
“Mom’s been gone since
1999, and I miss her dearly
every day,” Revill says. “If I
can help save one life, or enhance someone’s quality of
life, I want to do that.”
On Friday, Feb. 2, the

Tampa Bay area will “Go
Red” to recognize the
American Heart Association’s National Wear Red
Day® and spread awareness about the impact cardiovascular
diseases,
including stroke, have on all
women. To learn more, visit
www.goredforwomen.

tector. It serves as a safeguard and would provide
life-saving treatment.
After going back for
re-evaluation
three
months later, the cardiologist indicated that Wilson’s heart had not made
any significant improvement and recommended
surgery. Both occurrences involving her and
her mother, although
years apart, changed Wilson’s life.
These
experiences
provoked Wilson to be a
supporter of Go Red for
Women, an initiative of
the American Heart Association. For many years,
she has been an advocate
and financial contributor.
Through the pain of her
personal experience, Wilson launched “iHeart over
Heels Network.”
iHeart Over Heels
Network’s mission is to inform, inspire and empower underrepresented,
minority and AfricanAmerican communities,
to live healthier lives to
prevent heart disease or
stroke. The vision is to facilitate a national network
consisting of organiza-

tions, health and wellness
groups that will come together for the cause.
Locally, the network
will sponsor a “Heritage
and Health Showcase”
Feb. 24 at the St. Petersburg campus of Pinellas
Technical College to celebrate African Americans
in medicine and bring
awareness to the Go Red
for Women initiative.
The event is designed
to inform, inspire and empower
participants
through a health information session and a networking
luncheon.
Health professionals and
organizations will share
facts and statistics along
with personal stories and
lessons learned from cardiovascular disease survivors and their families.
In addition, community leaders with diverse
insights will offer innovative health ideas, practical
advice and workable solutions on how to live the
thriving life you want.
“Through God’s positioning of various people
in my life, I am able to receive a second chance to
love. I have come to real-

ize every time a heart
breaks, it allows love to
seal the cracks,” said Wilson. “While it is painful
and something I would
never wish upon anyone,
the amazing love shown
by family, friends, colleagues, work staff, sorors
and church members

have strengthened my
heart threefold. I rejoice
in sharing my story and
my journey because it has
taught me to praise God
even when I don’t understand what he is doing.”
To reach Dexter McCree, email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com

Her family’s medical history has empowered
Tampa business owner Rachel Revill to take
charge of her health.

iHeart Over Heels
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
One summer day, Sharon
Wilson was asleep at
home when she woke up
with shortness of breath.
It had happened before,
but this time it felt different. After preparing for
the day, she dressed and
headed to her car ready to
take her son to camp.
After walking from her
front door to the car, approximately 50 feet away,
fatigue prompted her to
lay her head on the steering wheel. There was no
pain, but it was difficult
for her to breathe. After
sitting in the car for a moment to gather herself,
she took her son to the
camp and immediately
called the doctor.
When the doctor told
her to monitor herself for
48 hours, Wilson decided
differently. She went to St.
Anthony’s Hospital to the
emergency room. After
they ran lab test and imaging, it was determined
that she would have to
stay overnight. They put
her on a heart monitor,

which led to further testing. Her concern was with
accuracy.
“I came from a family
that has experienced
heart disease for generations. My mother died at
46 years old from sudden
cardiac death,” said Wilson. “Two of my brothers
suffered strokes within
the last three years. When
my mother died, the doctor informed me that she
had a sudden heart attack. I didn’t understand.
How does someone who
seems healthy and going
about her daily life, all of a
sudden has no life in her?”
Thirty-four years later
through her own diagnoses, Wilson learned the
real cause of her mother’s
death. After being diagnosed herself with cardiomyopathy,
heart
muscle failure, the condition helped to explain her
mother’s sudden death.
She was released from
the hospital with the stipulation that she followed
the cardiologist’s orders
and wear a special life vest
for 90 days. The vest is a
wearable defibrillator and
sudden cardiac arrest pro-
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COMMUNITY NEWS
2018 Hall of Fame induction ceremony
GIBBS, from front page

Nathaniel “Pocket”
Williams
Inducted for being a
star on the football field,
after graduation, he attended Florida A&M and
received a degree in physical education. He went on
to coached football and
baseball at a few high
schools all over Florida.
Williams is now 92 years
old and lives in Orlando.
Unable to make the ceremony, his friend Thomas
“Jet” Jackson accepted his
award.

Thaddeus Mitchell
During his career, he
worked as an architect and
coached youth football and
baseball.
“I’m so appreciative of
this award,” Mitchell said.
He explained that schools
were already desegregated by the time he attended Gibbs, so he’s
always considered “going
to Gibbs was a privilege
and an honor.”

Jet Jackson
accepted the award
“He was a dedicated
hard worker and a very
sincere coach,” said Jackson. “When he left Gibbs,
this is what he took with
him: dignity, encouragement and an ability to perform.”

where he was a defensive
end all four years and
voted team captain as a
senior. He went on to have
a long career in mental
health.
Unfortunately, Davis
passed away Jan. 10, but
not before knowing that
he would be inducted into
the Hall of Fame.
His daughter Nysisha
Davis and grandson David
Pierce were on hand to accept his award. Ecstatic
about being nominated,
his daughter revealed that
one of the last things he
said before surgery on
Jan. 2 was: “Doc, I need to
be out of the hospital by
Jan. 26 because I’m getting
inducted into the Hall of
Fame.”
“Me and my son are
blessed to be here to receive this reward on his
behalf and thank you all,”
stated Davis.
Michael Williams
Inducted for his skills
on the basketball court,
Williams holds the Pinellas County Schools’ second-highest
scoring
record and still hold Gibbs
highest scoring point
record when he scored 51
points against Dunedin
during his senior year.

Cecil Odom

James Lawson
James Lawson
Honored
for
his
prowess on the football
field, his career after graduation is quite storied. He
joined the army in 1974
and was a part of the 82nd
Airborne and the Special
Forces. Lawson worked in
Washington, D.C., and
back home for the St. Petersburg Times, but what is
most impressive is that he
and his wife were foster
parents for more than 20
years.
“Black youths are in
trouble and it starts at
home,” said Lawson, who
revealed that they continue to work with youths
today.
Thaddeus Mitchell
Honored for both football
and
basketball,
Mitchell was the team’s
leading scorer during his
senior year of high school.
He received a full scholarship to Howard University
where he continued to
shine both on and off the
field.

Cecil Odom
Inducted for being a
quarterback stud, Odom
won MVP, All-County and
All-City. He retired after 30
years with the Department
of Children and Family
and was the president of a
youth football league for
36 years.
When he received the
call from the Hall of Fame
committee, he wondered
what he did to deserve
such an honor. Odom revealed that God told him it
was because of his dedication.
“The long hours that I
practiced alone in the offseason so that I could represent this great school as
the first place player,
leader and student that I
could be,” he said.
Odom said he loved
school and was never once
reprimanded, suspended
and could literally count
the days he missed.
“I speak of my dedication not to brag on myself
but as a testimony to why
I stand here being honored and I hope that I can
inspire someone else, not
just in sports but to go beyond and above to be the
best that you can be.”
Glenn Davis
Honored for his abilities on the football field,
Davis was All-City as both
a junior and a senior. He
received a full scholarship
to Howard University

Michael Williams
“It’s been a long road
and trying times but still I
made it thanks to my Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ.
The wonderful Coach
Freddie Dyles…none of
this would have happened,” Williams averred.
Williams currently volunteers at Starling School
& Day Care.
Kenneth Warren
Honored for his time
on the gridiron, Warren
was team caption during
his senior year and earned
All-State status. He attended Howard University
on a full scholarship.

Warren said he never
had a practice at Howard
as hard as the ones at
Gibbs. He said his coaches
“instilled things in us and
taught us to be men.”
He’s a member of Mt.
Moriah where he is a deacon and drummer for the
church choir and gospel
ministry.
Algene Roberts
Honored for his skills
on the basketball court,
he led the Gladiators to
the state championship. In
1972, he joined the navy
and served as a radioman
for eight years, earning
Top Secret clearance. He
worked as an architect,
teacher, youth counselor
and peace officer.

Tina Roberts
accepted the award
His
sister,
Tina
Roberts, accepted his
award, thanking the committee for their help in
“giving me closure for my
brother.”
“This is an honor for
me and an honor for my
family,” said Roberts, stating that it was difficult
keeping the process a secret so she could surprise
her mother.
Leroy Smith
Inducted for his skills
on the football team, Smith
also played baseball with
the St. Pete Pelicans.
Graduating from Gibbs in
1939, he went on to attend
Ed Waters College on a
scholarship and transferred to Lane College
where he graduated.
Upon graduation, he
got married, went into the
army and fought in the Pacific Rim. Once back in St.
Pete, he worked for the
postal service for 40
years.
“He loved Gibbs High
School and he loved playing sports. He was a
sports fanatic,” said son

Samuel Smith. “We just “I was a small player but
want to thank the commit- he had me thinking I could
tee for all you do to keep run through a wall.”
Wendell
“Pop”
the Gladiator spirit alive.”
Cannon
Inducted for his time
on the football field, he
played offense and defense, being selected First
Team Pinellas County for
both positions.

Vincent Smith and Leroy
are the second father/son
duo to be placed in the
Hall of Fame.

Barbara
Ann
Leonard
Honored for her moves
on the basketball court,
Leonard went to the state
championship in 1956. She
went on to have three children and became a nurse,
earning a degree from
Syracuse University.
“She had a passion for
basketball,” said her little
sister Penny Thornton.
“She would be humbled by
this award.”

Wendell “Pop”
Cannon
Cannon
thanked
Coaches Al Campbell and
Bobby Jenkins for not only
their “guidance, strategy
and execution but also in
teaching me the importance of teamwork in
order to achieve a goal.”
It’s his hope for students attending Gibbs
today to demonstrate the
pride and showmanship
his generation did for the
school and community.
Louis B. Roe was inducted for being an outstanding coach, coaching
the likes of former Buccaneer Shaun King, and
Leroy Williams for his
prowess on the gridiron.

Penny Thornton
accepted the award
Danny Crook
Inducted for his time
on the basketball court,
Crook averaged 15 points
and 10 assists throughout
his career at Gibbs. He
earned All-County South
honors as a senior and at-

Minson Rubin ensures
that the Gladiator
Hall of Fame
ceremony happens
each year.

Danny Crook

Kenneth Warren

Samuel Smith

tended Greenville University. He went on to achieve
success with a band called
Boyz Wit Da Bass.
“Gibbs was a great
place. I loved playing for
Coach Dyles,” said Crook.

Gibbs Athletic
Director Michael
Machado
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COMMUNITY NEWS
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Visionary
Brief
by Keisha Bell, Esq.

Obligation
What about the children?
Meet Marian Wright Edelman, the
first African-American woman admitted to The Mississippi Bar. Born in
1939 on June 6, she is the founder and
president of the Children’s Defense
Fund (CDF) and helped to form the
Washington Research Project. In addition, she helped to establish the Head
State program. Edelman has devoted
her professional life to advocating for
disadvantaged Americans.
Edelman, then Wright, graduated
from Spelman College as valedictorian. While a student at Spelman, she
was awarded a Merrill scholarship,
which made it possible for her to travel
and study abroad.
It was when she returned to the
states in 1959 that she became involved in the Civil Rights Movement.
In 1960, she was one of 15 students arrested at one of the largest sit-ins at
the Atlanta City Hall. In 1963, she
graduated from Yale Law School with
a Juris Doctor degree.
After law school, Edelman worked
on racial justice issues that were connected with the Civil Rights Movement via the NAACP Legal Defense
and Educational Fund’s Mississippi office. As follows, she represented activists during the Mississippi Freedom
Summer of 1964.
After relocating to Washington, D.
C. in 1968, Edelman worked for the
Poor People’s Campaign. She became
increasingly interested in children’s issues.
As stated on its website, the mission of the CDF, which Edelman created in 1973, is to ensure every child a
Healthy Start, a Head Start, a Fair
Start, a Safe Start and a Moral Start in
life and successful passage to adulthood with the help of caring families
and communities. The CDF has
served as an advocacy and research

center for issues impacting the lives of
children by documenting the problems of children in need and providing
possible solutions.
Edelman has received numerous
awards and distinctions for her service, inclusive of the Presidential Medal
of Freedom in 2000. She has advocated before Congress on behalf of
children who have been disabled, neglected, abused, and homeless.
As Edelman states in her 1987
book, “As adults, we are responsible
for meeting the needs of children. It is
our moral obligation. We brought
about their births and their lives, and
they cannot fend for themselves.”
Edelman’s life illustrates her belief
in it being a moral obligation to care
for children. Seeing so many deficits
in this area and being unsatisfied,
Edelman has devoted most of her professional life to serving in this way.
She has stated, “If you don’t like the
way the world is, you have an obligation to change it. Just do it one step at
a time.”
An obligation we may have, but do
we have the courage?
Keisha Bell is an attorney, author
and public servant. To reach Bell, email
her at emergingfree@gmail.com or log
on to www.emergingfree.com to view
more of her work.

I Support Youth, Inc.
YOUTH, from front page

3rd Annual African Fashion Show
& Black History Celebration
Saturday, Feb. 3 from 2 - 5p.m. at
READERS CHOICE BOOK STORE
Skyway Mall Plaza, 4341 34th St. South
727-867-3696

Each training runs for
four weeks with each
Monday set aside to
teach interviewing skills
and how to properly
dress. After the first week
of training, Stephens expects participants to show
up in proper dress, shirt
and tie for the boys and
business attire for the
girls.
Hiring managers have
worked with Stephens on
the requirements needed
in order to make a productive employee. So
Stephens has trainees
practice speaking with
others to strengthen their
social skills. Participants
also are run through
cleaning drills to ensure
they not only know how
to clean but understand it
will be an expectation on
their jobs.
“We surprise them,”
said Stephens. He wants
to know if his trainees are
ready for a real job. “We
say, ‘Hey, put on some
gloves we are going to
clean up the bathroom.’
From there we can tell
who is prepared and who
isn’t.”
Not everyone who
signs up and enters the
job readiness program
will be ready for the dedication it takes to not only
get a job but also keep it.
Stephens is proud to say
though that roughly 95
percent of participants
stay in the job they are
placed in until they head
off to college.
Stephens believes his
program is the best out
there, offering yearround employment instead of just a summer
job. He also advertises
there are no hidden seminars or classes that parents need to take for their
kids to become employed.
What is required,

however, is that potential
employees finish the
four-week training and in
addition complete a community service project.
Stephens wants his protégés to go out into the
community and gain experience talking to others, building their social
skills.
“What we are finding
is a lot of our kids just really don’t know how to
communicate,”
said
Stephens, who goes out
with the youths during
the last week of training
to nursing homes and
other areas where the
young men and women
can get some practice.
“They don’t know how to
sit face to face and talk to
anybody.”
Stephens said I Support Youth is making
strides to improve the
lives of local youths, 30
teens at a time by rehabilitating troubled youths
before their record follows them or before the
crimes escalate beyond
intervention.
“Some kids, when
they see the work they
have to do are just not
mentally prepared for it,”
explained Stephens. He
understands it takes a
very mature young person to be able to manage
school, manage the outside activities and in addition manage a part-time
job.
Stephens will be holding another training session in Feb. and although
most slots are already
filled, there will be another opportunity for
youths to find employment come April. Each
training session yields 2530 kids at a time entering
the job force, which takes
a lot of time behind the
scenes to coordinate.
I Support Youth are

Lewis Stephens
especially grateful to
Casper McDonald’s for
their willingness to always place youths at their
restaurant. He hopes
more
establishments
around St. Petersburg
will hop on board and
offer to hire from within
the troubled neighborhoods. He also has received
tremendous
support from Councilman
Charlie Gerdes and
hopes others will step up
to find funding so more
teens can be helped.
In the meantime,
Stephens is working toward raising funds himself so that he can
hopefully offer a stipend
to the hardworking volunteers that are consistently
at the trainings and making the calls to place
teens into jobs.
Those willing to donate or parents wanting
to get their teens signed
up on a waiting list for
April are encouraged to
check out the Facebook
page for I Support Youth,
Inc.
To date, they have
been involved in over 40
events and nine college
tour visits. You can also
contact Stephens directly
at (727) 643-8892. Their
website,
isupportyouthinc.com, should be
up and running any day
now.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Healthy Minds, Healthy Bodies annual youth workshop
ST. PETERSBURG –
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. Zeta Upsilon
Omega Chapter in partnership with the Youth Development Foundation of
Pinellas County, Inc. and
the Eta Rho Chapter of
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity,
Inc., conducted its annual
AKA AKAdemy Healthy
Minds, Healthy Bodies
workshop.
Held Saturday, Jan 20
at the Lake Vista Recreation Center, the objective
of the workshop was to
encourage students to
maintain
a
healthy
lifestyle involving routine
exercise. The “Field Day”
workshop theme involved
physical activity rotation
stations for the 145 AKA
AKAdemy
Exquisite
Gems and Pathfinders

(youth from 6th-12th
grade).
The workshop included a free throw station, circuit exercises, egg
relay, jump rope and hulahoop exercise stations.
The AKA AKAdemy staff
also held a separate session for nearly 90 parents
on the programs and services offered for the remainder the 2017-18
program year.
Funded by Juvenile
Welfare Board of Pinellas
County, Inc., the AKA
AKAdemy offers various
programs that include,
but is not limited to,
ACT/SAT College Prep,
tutoring, mentoring for
high school juniors and
seniors, workshops on financial literacy, public
speaking and the dangers

CONNECT WITH US!

of social media.
Healthy
Minds,
Healthy Bodies is aligned
to the AKA International
Program Target II, Health
Promotion.
About Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Inc.
Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. is the oldest
Greek-letter organization
established in America by
black women and was
founded on January 15,
1908, at Howard University. Led by International
President Dorothy Buckhanan Wilson, the organization connects thousands
of college-trained women
who give of themselves to
support community service projects and scholarship programs. For more
information, visit zuochapter.org.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
First Baptist Institutional Church

955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311
Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.
Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.

Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

SERVICES
Sunday School: 8:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service: 9:30 a.m.
Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Victory Christian Center Church

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

Pastor
Claude Williams

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
Pastor Michael T. and
10:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

INSPIRATIONS
BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

Walk With Me My Child
Walk with Me My child,
For I am always with you.
Walk with Me My child,
For trust and love come to you.
Walk with Me My child,
Your heart and soul ring true.
For when you walk with Me My child
I will forever walk with you.
Walk with Me My child,
The Holy Spirit guides you.
Walk with Me My child,
For JESUS will never leave you.
Walk with Me My child;
Draw comfort in My bosom.
My arms are wrapped around you;
When you walk with Me My child.
AMEN
“Yea, though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art
with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.”

Join us at St. Augustine’s for a morning of Uncommon Inspiration with our guest Natalie Renee Perkins.
A gifted vocalist, performer, teacher, activist,
minister and writer, Natalie’s passion centers
around the examination of racism and other social ills in the arts and religion. An Indianapolis
native, Natalie graduated from Indiana University
with a Bachelor’s in Music Education and was
the founder and director of the college’s first
women’s a cappella group.
She taught high school in Indianapolis before
moving to New York where she taught K-12 and
coached teachers on classroom management
and environment. In 2015, she graduated from

Union Theological Seminary with a Master’s of
Divinity. She works as a chaplain at NYU and
with two religious institutes– the Tanho Center
and the Westar Institute. . A writer and scholar,
Natalie lectures around the country on first- and
second-century sacred writings and their potential impact on our contemporary society. She contributes regularly to the devotional Daily
Guideposts.
As a performer, she was most recently seen
regionally as Deloris in SISTER ACT and as
Annie in IT SHOULDA BEEN YOU. She has

toured with HAIRSPRAY and RENT, performed
on two major cruise ship lines and is under contract for a holiday production with the Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra. Natalie also performs
nationally with the USO Show Troupe
Sunday Februar y 4, 2018, 9:00 A.M.
St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church
2920 26th Av. S, St. Petersburg
Embracing Diversity. Proclaiming Justice.
Rev. Josie Rose, Priest in Charge
http://urlm.co/www.staugstpete.org
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net

THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES

Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church, its pastor, Rev.
Brian K. Brown, and the entire
family give thanks to God for
his continual mercy and grace
and abundant blessings. We
are grounded in Christ-centered doctrine that has at its
core, our mission of creating a
haven of hope, help, and healing for a lost world hungry and
thirsty for God’s word. Working together, as God leads us,
we strive to give God our utmost praise for the awesome
gift of His Son, Jesus Christ
and offer to our community
the opportunity to share in our
praise.
New Members joining St.
Mark in 2017 were treated to
lunch by the Membership
Ministry on Sunday and had
an opportunity to learn additional information about the
various Ministry opportunities
available to them.
Pastor Brown led us further in the series: ‘If You Get It

(A New Year) What Will You
Do With It?’ adding to the
subtopic ‘Doing What’s Not
Been Done’ the subject “Getting On the Other Side of the
Wall” with the text coming
from Joshua 6. As the series
continues, we look forward to
the next message and extend
an invitation for you to join us.
February, Black History
Month, presents us with an opportunity to celebrate our past
and the accomplishment attained down through the years
by African Americans. In that
spirit Usher Board #1 will hold
an African American Dinner
on February 17 @ 4:00 pm and
the Children & Youth Ministry
will present its Taste of Soul
Food on February 24 following the morning worship service.
Additional February highlights: The Annual Mid-Winter Board 2-Day Session of the
South Florida Progressive
Baptist Association will be

Pastor’s Corner
held February 9 & 10 at the St.
Mark M.B. Church in Punta
Gorda Florida and Senior Mission #2 will hold its 500
Women in Red’ Program on
February 11 @3:30 pm. with
Sis. Ruth Johnson of New
Jerusalem Baptist Church, St.
Petersburg as the Speaker of
the hour.
Weekly Events:
Sunday School - Sundays
@9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - Sundays
@10:45 a.m.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) - Sundays @9:30 a.m.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal - Sundays from 2:00 4:00 p.m.
N.I.K.E. Tutoring Program - Mondays and Wednesdays from 5:00 – 6:30 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study - Wednesdays
@9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study - Wednesdays @ 7:00
p.m.

Friendship MBC
Consider this your Official Boarding Pass. Where,
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor/Captain and First Lady
Teresa L. Evans (have a heart
for the people), the Official
Family and Members welcome you aboard the SS
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church (The Ship), we
trust that your time with us,
first
as
an
honored
visitor/guest and if the Lord
says so, become a part of our
Church Family. We set sail
every Wednesday starting
our with our Bread of Life
Ministry at 11:00 am, followed by Wednesday in the
Word (the Learning Arm of
our church) at 12:00 noon
and again at 7:00 pm. We
drop our Anchor until Sundays, where we set sail again
with our Early Morning Worship Service at 7:45 am,
Church Sunday School (the
Teaching Arm of our faith)
begins at 9:30 pm and finally
our Mid Morning Worship
Service at 10:45 am. All are
Welcomed to use this Boarding Pass to experience the
“It;s just nice to be nice”
church. Don't sit out church,
God has Blessed us to much,
we owe Him at least a Thank
You.
“The Ship” won't sail
without You! For additional
information on any of the announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, 3300 31st Street
South, St. Petersburg, Florida
33712 - Church Office: (727)
906-8300
E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “Live Streaming”: Visit
us – Website: www.fmbctheship.net - Facebook - Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church and WCBDA Website: www.expericencethe-

coast.com
Transporttion is available
- Call the Church at (727) 9068300 – Monday – Friday from
9:00 AM – 3:00 PM.
BLACK
HISTORY
MONTH - February at the
Ship
Mark Your Calendar
The Bread of Life Ministry-Meals are available each
Wednesday for the Season
Saints or those in need.
Please see Sister Renetta
Williams for further clarity or
call the church office 727 9068300.
Saturday, February 3,
2018 at 10:00 am until 12:00
pm Noon – LEADERSHIP
CONFERENCE – ALL Leaders, Board Members, Ministers, Deacons, Deaconess,
Department Presidents and
Vice Presidents, Directors of
Departments,
Ministries,
Auxiliaries, and Tribe Captains to please plan now to attend. In addition, Pastor is
asking each Department and
Ministry to bring your 2018
Vision Plan. Leaders led by
Example.
Sunday, February 4, 2018
after both Worship Services –
“MINISTRIES
OPEN
HOUSE”. Pastor is asking
each Ministry to please prepare to use this opportunity
to reach those who are not activity participating in Ministry.
Wednesday Night Live,
February 7, 2018 at 7:00 pm,
Pastor is asking the Adult
Mass Choir, Male Chorus,
and the 3rd Sunday Ushers.
The Tribe of Simeon and All
Ushers Ministries are in
charge of the Love Fellowship Dinner. Communion is
served after the Worship
Service. Those born in the
Month of February are asked
by Pastor to seek out your

Captains --- Deacon Arthur
Reese and/or Sister Lelia
Newkirk as soon as possible.
Sunday, February 11,
2018, both Worship Services
is “GO RED SUNDAY”
Father / Daughter Gala
Sign up Sheets are located on
the Father / Daughter Information Table in Atrium –
Save the Date -- Saturday,
February 17, 2018 from 3:00
pm until 5:00 pm, Registration Fee: Father/Daughter
$25.00, each additional
daughter is $10.00 each.
Please see Bro. Bobby Robinson, Laymen Ministry Leader
and Dea. Robert Henderson
for further clarity.
Sunday, February 18,
2018, both Worship Services
is “African Attire Sunday.”
Saturday, February 24,
2018, from 9:00 am until 12:00
Noon – Security and the
Church, Pastor Evans is encouraging ALL members of
the Ship to be present at this
very important Seminar.
WEST COAST NEWS:
The Annual PAUL AND TIMOTHY CONFERENCE, Saturday, February 17, 2018
from 9 AM until 12 Noon- All
Men and Boys welcomed.
Host Church/Pastor: Bethel
Metropolitan
Missionary
Baptist Church, Pastor Dr.
Rickey L. Houston, 3455 26th
Avenue South, St. Petersburg, (727) 327-0554. NO
FEE Registration at the Door.
Dea. Ruben Mayes, WC Laymen President.
Saturday, February 24,
2018 from 10:00 am until
12:00 pm the Women's Auxiliary Meeting with be held in
Sanford, Florida, please sign
up for Bus Transportation as
soon as possible. Thank You,
Sis. Cynthia Pierce, Friendship Women's Ministry
Leader.

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity Temple of Truth Church

Emotional Fitness – John 19:26
Emotions are energy gifts from God. Our
emotions give us the energy to do what is in
our hearts to do. Emotions are neither right
nor wrong; they just are. Identifying emotions, respecting them and channeling them
in a positive direction is emotional fitness.
Some other ways to describe emotional fitness is emotional intelligence or emotional
maturity.
Jesus Christ loved his family and his disciples. During his transition from abundant
life to eternal life, he was still concerned
about mother, Mary, and his beloved disciple,
John, who were both present at the foot of the
cross. His relationship with each of them
elicited his emotions. He channeled those
emotions into ensuring that both of them
were cared for and that they were not alone.
His love for Mary and John shifted his attention from his own pain and empowered
him to meet the needs of those closest to

him. Feelings do not make us weak. It is our
feelings that make us strong. Through the
energy of our emotions, we are given the ability to do things that we otherwise may not accomplish.
Although people have a chronological
age that counts the number of years that they
have been on the earth that does not mean
that they have developed emotionally at the
same rate of speed. Addictions such as alcohol and drugs arrest our emotional development. When we are in active addiction, we
are normally stuck at the emotional age that
they started using those substances. Trauma
such as abuse, neglect or a devastating experience can also arrest our emotional development. Treatment and counseling help us to
heal emotionally so that we can grow and
move forward in our holistic growth and development.

Bethel AME
Historic Bethel AME celebrates
“I
Love
Bethel/Founder’s Day”
Historic Bethel African
Methodist Episcopal Church
recently honored 35 “Women
in Ministry and Women with
a Ministry” as part of its I
Love Bethel/Founder’s Day
Celebration. The Jan. 27
prayer breakfast put the spotlight on community leaders, a
licensed missionary, social
service workers, the executive director of a museum,
preachers, teachers and
many other vocations and
callings.
Rev. Joyce J. Moore, presiding elder of the AME
Church’s St. Petersburg District, brought the message
“Safe in the Shelter of the
Almighty” with a Scripture
reference of Psalms 90:1.
Elder Moore encouraged all
those in attendance to “tell
the story” so that others
might know of the greatness
of God.
Those honored at the
breakfast were: Odessa
Banks, Rev. Serena Bennett,
Rev. Sherrisse Bryant, Trece
Campbell, Cherry Chaney,
Jamelle Dennis, Joan Foster,
Rev. Geraldine Gray, Denilla
Green, Jacqueline Hubbard,
Rev. Kennertra Irby – Brackett, Rev. Elaner Lake, Evangelist Maria Lake-Hargrett,
Terri Lipsey-Scott, Manitia
Moultrie, Rev. Joanne Murray, Rev. Patricia Nelson, Rev.
Keturah
Pittman,
Rev.
Marissa Price, Ashley Quiver,
Cecil Rhodes, Maria Scruggs,
Constance
Shaw,
Rev.
Casabell Taylor, Rev. Bettie

Thomas, Dr. Delceda Walker,
Rev. Shermena Walker,
Ayakao Watkins, Chaplain
Myra Whitaker, Rev. Paulette
White Rev. Ira Whitson, Rev.
Gwendolyn Williams and Rev.
Althea Winston.
The celebration continues
at 10:30 a.m. Sunday, Feb. 11,
as the Bethel Family, under
the leadership of Rev. Kenneth F. Irby, welcomes Rev.
Sherrisse Bryant to bring the
word at the Morning Worship
Experience.
Rev. Bryant is Youth Minister at St. Petersburg’s Mt.
Zion African Methodist Episcopal Church and Co-Chair of
Women in the Making, a
mentoring program that “instills academic excellence, so-

cial responsibility, emotional
stability and cultural acuity in
the lives of young women.”
She is also a professor in the
Chemistry Department at the
University of South Florida in
Tampa.
Historic Bethel invites
you to worship on this special
I Love Bethel/Founder’s Day
and encourages you to wear
the celebration colors of red
and gold. Historic Bethel, St.
Petersburg’s oldest AfricanAmerican congregation, gathers in fellowship at 912 Third
Ave. N.
For more information,
contact the church at (727)
822-2089 and “like” us on
Facebook.
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Alfred L. Cralle
invents the ice
cream scoop.

Maya D. Jones scoops
her own ice cream for
the very first time.

This Black History Month, take time to celebrate the achievements of African Americans,
from the lesser-known inventions that helped weave the fabric of our day-to-day lives,
to the more widely-known achievements that revolutionized our culture. All of these
accomplishments come together to pave the way to a bright—and sweet—future.
Join Publix in the celebration of Black History Month. Explore African American
contributions to food history at publix.com/BlackHistoryMonth.

